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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6114

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Comm ttee on Natural Resources & Parks (originally sponsored
by Senators Jacobsen, ke, Spanel, Kline, Snyder and Haugen)

Read first tine 02/ 02/98.

AN ACT Rel ating to prevention and control of nonindi genous aquatic
species; adding new sections to chapter 75.24 RCW creating new
sections; naking appropriations; providing an expiration date; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The unauthorized introduction of the zebra
mussel and the European green crab into Washington state waters woul d
pose a serious econonm ¢ and environnmental threat. The zebra nmussel and
European green crab have adverse inpacts on fisheries, waterways,
public and private facilities, and the functioning of natural
ecosyst ens. The threat of zebra nussels and European green crabs
requi res a coordinated response. It is the intent of the |egislature
to prevent adverse econom ¢ and environnmental inpacts caused by zebra
mussel s and European green crabs in cooperation and coordination with
| ocal governnents, the public, other states, and federal agencies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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To conpl ement prograns authorized by the federal aquatic nui sance
species task force, the departnent of fish and wildlife is directed to
develop draft rules for |legislative consideration to prevent the
i ntroduction and di spersal of zebra nussels and European green crabs
and to allow eradication of infestations that may occur. The
departnment is authorized to display and distribute material and
literature i nform ng boaters and owners of airplanes that | and on water
of the problem and to publicize and maintain a telephone nunber
available to the public to express concerns and report infestations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 75.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment of fish and wildlife shall prepare, maintain, and
publish a list of all |akes, ponds, or other waters of the state and
ot her states infested with zebra nmussels or European green crabs. The
departnent may participate in regional or national groups addressing
t hese speci es.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The state shall develop a plan for
controlling the introduction of zebra nmussel s and European green cr abs.
A zebra mussel and European green crab task force is created. The
task force is chaired by the departnent of fish and wildlife.

The task force shall:

(1) Devel op recommendations for | egi sl ative consideration
i ncl udi ng: (a) Control nmethods; (b) inspection procedures; (c)
penalties; (d) notification procedures; and (e) eradi cati on and contr ol
t echni ques.

(2) For each threat, identify the primary pat hways of introduction,
options for regulating each pathway, and if possible a recommended
met hod of pathway control. These nethods of control shall include
details on what entity would be responsible for its inplenentation.

(3) For each reconmmended nechani smof pathway control, identify the
estimated costs of inplenenting a state program including ideas of
fundi ng sources.

(4) Provide recommendations for howto structure and fund a state
programthat nmonitors the detection and spread of these species.

When maki ng recommendati ons, the task force shall enphasi ze wor ki ng
in a coordinated fashion wth existing state, f ederal , and
i nternational prograns.
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The task force shall invite participation fromall groups affected
by the proposed pat hway control neasures, including representatives of
aquacul ture, recreational boating, seaplane operators, naritine cargo
vessels, retail and whol esal e aquari uns, shellfish growers, marinas,
and smal | boat harbors.

The departnment of fish and wldlife shall also seek the
participation of the University of Wshington, the departnent of
ecol ogy, the departnment of agricul ture, the departnment of
transportation, the departnent of natural resources, and t he Washi ngt on
state patrol. Appropriate federal interests shall also be invited to
participate, including the United States coast guard, the United States
departnent of agriculture and the United States fish and wildlife
servi ce.

The task force's final recomendations shall be provided to the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 1998.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. The sumof five thousand dollars, or as much
t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1998, from the general fund to the departnent of fish and
wldlife to coordinate and support an interagency response team
provi ded solely to design a nonitoring program participate in regional
coordi nation, conduct public education, and inpl enent other provisions
as required in chapter . . ., Laws of 1998 (this act) and this anount
| apses if it is not applied to or needed for this purpose.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. The sum of forty thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 1999, fromthe general fund to the departnent of fish
and wildlife to coordinate and support an interagency response team
provi ded solely to design a nonitoring program participate in regional
coordi nation, conduct public education, and i npl enent other provisions
as required in chapter . . ., Laws of 1998 (this act) and this anount
| apses if it is not applied to or needed for this purpose.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Section 4 of this act expires January 1,
1999.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
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1 state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
2 imedi ately.

~-- END ---
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